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HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
THANK YOU
for choosing
Kuzak’s Closet
in 2014!
GET READY
for an exciting 2015!

HOME ORGANIZATION
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RealEstate

By Hadar Guibara

In an article in late Novem-
ber, we looked at the 
increasing speed at which 

homes listed in Mountain View 
were being bought. At that 
time, there were 13 homes 
available in this fast-moving 
market. A review of the Mul-
tiple Listing Service (MLS) in 
late December showed only 
five.
 It says a lot about a community the size of Moun-
tain View (population about 74,000) when you can 
count the number of homes for sale on one hand. 
Bear in mind, though, that inventories everywhere 
tend to shrink a little during the winter months, but 
five total homes on the market is an amazingly low 
number any time of year.
 Also realize that with the aggressive buying cycle 
happening in this city, that total of five homes today 

could become eight tomorrow if a few more new list-
ings show up and then plummet to two listings the 
next day if buyers continue to lock in offers at a fast 
and furious pace.
 While Mountain View’s homes inventory is cur-
rently near rock bottom, the same trend is widespread 
throughout Silicon Valley: lots of qualified and eager 
buyers fighting for a shrinking number of homes — 
and paying 5 to 15 percent above the asking prices.

More than asking price
 The median list price/median sold price ratio in 
Mountain View is not as wide as that of a number 
of other Silicon Valley communities. Still, if you’re 
entering this market, you should be ready to spend 
somewhat above the figure you see on an MLS sheet. 
 In the third quarter of 2014, buyers paid a median 
price of $1,511,000 for homes with a median listing 
price of $1,398,000, for a premium of $113,000. Here 
are some other quarters and the positive median 
price difference homeowners received upon selling 

their properties:
Q2 2014: $55,556
Q1 2014: $172,500
Q4 2013: $211,056
Q3 2013: $68,767
Q2 2013: $141,556
Q1 2013: $93,500

 Based on how fast homes are being bought, it’s pos-
sible the inventory will remain low in Mountain View 
for the foreseeable future. If you look at the trend in 
average days on the market (DOM), Quarters 3 and 4 of 
2011 and the first quarter of 2012, had an average DOM 
of 33.3. All quarters since then have averaged 18.5 days.
 The five homes currently available here range in 
price from $399,900 to $1,999,800. That’s more afford-
able than homes in many other cities in the Valley, but 
it doesn’t mean it’s going to be any easier to buy one.

Hadar Guibara is a Realtor with  
Sereno Group of Palo Alto.  

She can be reached at hadar@serenogroup.com.

Dramatic decrease in Mountain View’s  
housing inventory
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By Daniel DeBolt

In 2014, much of the discus-
sion and civic debate in 
Mountain View focused on 

the city’s future. Skyrocketing 
rents caused concern about 
the city’s development priori-
ties, office space for as many 
as 42,000 jobs was in the 
works, North Bayshore hous-
ing advocates were elected to 
the City Council and Google’s 
growth expanded with a lease 
of 1,000 acres of Moffett Field 
that includes the restoration of 
historic Hangar One.

Housing crunch takes 
center stage

 A major shift in local politics 
made itself felt at the start of the 
year as residents felt the effects of 
two years of skyrocketing rents. 
The city’s worsening housing 
shortage amidst exploding job 

growth — known as the jobs-
housing imbalance — became 
a serious issue, and not just 
among lower-income residents. 
A group of middle class fami-
lies with solid jobs at Apple 
and Google spoke out about 
their fears of being displaced by 
looming rent increases and their 
inability to afford to buy a home 
within their school district. 
Community members lamented 
the city’s loss of human relations 
commissioner Nilda Santiago, 
who moved with her husband 
to Washington to be able to buy 
a home. 
 Longtime residents said they 
couldn’t afford to stay in Moun-
tain View — in just the past 
two years, the price for a two-
bedroom, two-bathroom apart-
ment rose from $2,250 to $2,981. 
There were even some calling 

By Kevin Forestieri

More people are couch-
surfing and sleeping in 
cars in Mountain View, 

as the high cost of living in the 
Bay Area puts a strain on families 
barely making ends meet. But 
Community Services Agency, 
a local nonprofit, is working 
overtime to make sure homeless 
people have the resources they 
need to get back on their feet.

Despite the national message 
that job creation is up, home-
less rates are down and the local 
economy is booming, the num-
ber of people without a home in 

Santa Clara County has gone up 
in recent years. The number of 
homeless people living in Moun-

tain View skyrocketed from 37 in 
2011 to 139 in 2013, according to 
census data from the county.
 As a result, there’s been a spike 
in need for its homeless ser-
vices, according to Tom Myers, 
executive director of CSA. The 
organization provides services 

to homeless people in Mountain 
View and Los Altos, and there’s 
been in high demand this year, 
he said.
 CSA’s homeless services cur-
rently helps more than 400 
people to find a new place to 
live that fits their budgets, and 
provides supplies, food and even 
financial assistance for those in 
need. The organization is also 
one of seven local nonprofit orga-
nizations that benefit from the 
Voice’s annual Holiday Fund, and 
donations will go towards fund-
ing these services and programs.

MICHELLE LE

There was big news at NASA Ames in 2014, as Google sealed a deal to lease a large portion of 
Moffett Field, the space agency’s local outpost celebrated its 75th anniversary with an open house 
that drew tens of thousands and a robotics competition in August gave students like Terell (above) 
from the Boys & Girls Club the opportunity to suit up and aim for the stars. For more of the year’s 
best images, see page 14.
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Mountain View’s 
top stories of 2014

THE HOUSING CRUNCH, BIKE IMPROVEMENTS  
AND NEW FACES ON CITY COUNCIL 
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2014: THE YEAR IN PHOTOS

JAMES TENSUAN

Yury Kuznetsov picks up produce at the Community Services Agency’s 
food pantry on Tuesday, Dec. 30. 
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