
www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • September 12, 2014 • Page 59

Home & Real Estate

need good sun exposure,” Cox 
said.

Other cookers that Cox will 
bring to the demonstration in-
clude the CooKit reflective panel 
cooker and the HotPot, a glass 
bowl and enamel pot with a re-
flector that folds flat for storage. 
Another device, the All Seasons 
Solar Cooker, uses a reflective 
plastic bag “that you unfold and 
reconfigure with four bolts,” Cox 
said. “The inside is totally reflec-
tive. ... It’s very ingenious.”

Cox took interest in solar cook-
ing in the 1980s when she read 
newspaper articles about two 
women in Arizona who devel-
oped a solar box cooker made 
from cardboard, insulation, tin 
foil and glass. Having spent many 
years living in West Africa, she 
saw women who walked miles to 
gather cooking fuel and thought 
of how a solar device “would save 
the women from carrying all that 
wood.”

She soon became involved 
with Solar Cookers International 
(SCI), traveling to Sacramento to 
attend cooking workshops held 
by the organization. At that point, 
the process of making a solar 
cooker involved carefully mea-
suring and cutting panels from 
large refrigerator boxes and tap-
ing the pieces together, she said.

But now, “one of the things we 
have in abundance is boxes” of all 
sizes, she said. It’s only a matter 
of finding one (or two put togeth-

er) that will fit your pot.
More advanced technologies 

continued to evolve as well, pro-
viding wintertime cooking ca-
pabilities for Sun Oven owners, 
and, across the globe, a time- and 
firewood-saving way to purify 
water in refugee camps. The 
WAPI (water purification indica-
tor) device developed by SCI uses 
a soy-based wax that melts only 
when water is at a temperature 

that purifies it. 
Cox’s involvement with SCI 

was a natural complement to her 
background in ecology and sus-
tainable farming. After teach-
ing in West Africa and the West 
Indies, she worked for almost 
20 years as the research garden 
manager for Ecology Action, a 
nonprofit promoting small-scale, 
sustainable, organic food raising, 
best known for its Grow Bioin-

tensive Sustainable Mini-Farm-
ing system. Palo Alto’s Common 
Ground education center is a 
project of Ecology Action as well.

As for her own gardening, “I’ve 
always stuck a few things in the 
ground wherever I was living,” 
Cox said.

This became an understatement 
upon her move to Willits, where 
she turned an empty lot into a 
bountiful garden with the help of 
neighbors, and still maintains the 
garden today.

To Palo Alto, Cox will bring 
with her an emphasis on a life-
style that is beneficial to both 
people and the planet — a con-
cept that traveled with her from 
West Africa to Willits. 

“People have no real concept 
of the energy they’re using be-
cause it’s so readily available,” 
Cox said. “(Solar cooking) is one 
easy way to economize on our 
footprint.”

At least try going a weekend 
without using the stove, she said. 
“I think it’s one really rewarding 
way to reduce our dependence on 
fossil fuels.” 

FALL IN THE VEGGIE GARDEN 
... UC Master Gardeners will of-
fer a two-session class, “Fall in 
the Vegetable Garden,” from 7 to 
9 p.m. on Mondays, Sept. 15 and 
Oct. 13, at Palo Alto High School, 
50 Embarcadero Road, Palo Alto. 
Each session will have a one-hour 
talk followed by a Q&A and discus-
sion. The class is recommended for 
those who have already taken the 
six-week “Sustainable Vegetable 
Gardening” course. Cost is $40, and 
advance registration is required. Info: 
paadultschool.org or 650-329-3752

GLASS SALE ... Palo Alto High 
School’s Fiery Arts Fall Glass Sale 
will be held from 3:30 to 7 p.m. on 
Friday, Sept. 19, and from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 20, at 
Palo Alto High School, 50 Embar-
cadero Road, Palo Alto. Expect to 
find more than 800 pieces made by 
instructors, alumni and students, 
including pears, apples, pomegran-
ates and acorns as well as miscella-
neous animals — think glass moose. 
The sale benefits the school’s Fiery 
Arts program. Info: PalyFieryArts@
gmail.com 

Home Front
(continued from page 57)

For more Home and Real Estate 
news, visit www.paloaltoonline.com/
real_estate.

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com

What: Cooking Your Food 
With the Sun
When: Saturday, Sept. 13, 
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Where: Common Ground, 
559 College Ave., Palo Alto
Cost: $35
Info: commongroundin-
paloalto.org

Solar cooking
(continued from page 57)

Patricia Becker

Several types of solar ovens will be demonstrated at the solar-
cooking class at Common Ground.

F inding a home to buy in 
Palo Alto these days can 
seem like trying to hit a 

major league pitcher’s fastball: 
You don’t have many opportuni-
ties, and when you do get one, 
the time you have to connect is 
remarkably short.

Shrinking inventory
While new single-family home listings in many large 

markets across the United States rose in the first half of 
2014 compared to the first half of 2013, new listings in 
Palo Alto dropped from 320 to 253, a decrease of 20.9 
percent. Contrast that with increases in various cities’ 
and regions’ total listings from June 2013 to June 2014 
(Source: Monthly Housing Summary on Realtor.com):

• Boston, Massachusetts, region: +22.6% 
• San Diego, California: +23.7% 
• Louisville, Kentucky/Indiana: + 24.0% 
• Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, Florida: +27.0% 
• Riverside-San Bernardino, California: +27.2% 
• Phoenix-Mesa, Arizona: +31.4% 
• Ventura, California: +34.4% 
• Lakeland-Winter Haven, Florida: +36.7% 
Palo Alto’s 253 new available properties in the first 

half of this year represent fewer buying opportunities in a 
market already crowded with an unusually large number 
of home buyers and investors who are aggressively seek-
ing to purchase single-family homes.

Time on market
“Don’t blink or you’ll miss it” is good advice for a nov-

ice attempting to hit a big league fastball. It’s also good 
advice for buyers in Palo Alto’s stingy homes market: 
The gorgeous estate you see listed one day may very well 
disappear a week or two later. It may disappear the same 
day. To get the home you want, you have to be prepared 
and ready to jump in with a good offer.

Here’s the speed at which homes here moved in the 
first half of 2014.

Of the 198 homes sold:
• 8 were bought within 24 hours 
• 42 left the market within 20 days 
• 129 were bought between 21 and 60 days 
• 98 homes didn’t make it past 30 days 
• Only 27 homes stayed on the market for more than 

60 days.
It’s been said that a person who doesn’t play baseball 

would have virtually no chance connecting with a fast-
ball thrown by an experienced professional pitcher. For-
tunately, the odds aren’t that bad for purchasing a home 
in Palo Alto — even though sometimes they seem to be. 
The key for buyers is to continue to aggressively pursue 
homes, have all their financial ducks in a very neat row 
and don’t give up. These positive actions will create a 
better chance for success in virtually any market. 

Hadar Guibara is a Realtor with Sereno Group 
of Los Altos. She can be reached at hadar@sereno-
group.com.

Palo Alto home buyers face  
low inventories, fast sales

by Hadar Guibara

Real Estate Matters HOME SALES
Home sales are provided by Cali-
fornia REsource, a real estate in-
formation company that obtains 
the information from the County 
Recorder’s Office. Information 
is recorded from deeds after the 
close of escrow and published 
within four to eight weeks.

East Palo Alto
829 Donohoe St. Scott Trust 
to S. Gupta for $650,000 on 
7/25/14; previous sale 11/11, 
$405,000
1111 Gaillardia Way Augustin 
Trust to L. Zhuang for $528,000 
on 7/25/14; previous sale 12/85, 
$80,000

Los Altos
595 Avon Way Hess-Tricamo 
Trust to J. & G. Chin for 
$3,400,000 on 8/20/14; previous 
sale 4/87, $320,000
1111 Briarwood Court Jones 
Trust to S. Cheng for $2,300,000 
on 8/21/14
24 Jordan Ave. Kaszubin-
ski Trust to Olston Trust for 
$3,350,000 on 8/19/14; previous 
sale 3/95, $939,000
1070 Mercedes Ave. #23 
Mueller Trust to A. Ahluwalia for 
$727,500 on 8/21/14; previous 
sale 4/96, $179,500
1751 Oak Ave. Nowlin Trust 
to B. Dula for $1,900,000 on 
8/21/14; previous sale 9/94, 
$443,000
211 Portola Court Tadlock Trust 
to CIS Inc. for $1,925,000 on 
8/25/14

Los Altos Hills
26890 Alejandro Drive Mc-
clannan Trust to Singh Trust for 
$2,200,000 on 8/20/14; previous 
sale 3/76, $122,000
12823 La Barranca Road 
Parker Trust to M. Panepucci for 
$2,905,000 on 8/21/14

12930 La Cresta Drive Gunning 
Trust to Diligent Operations for 
$2,150,000 on 8/21/14

Menlo Park
1351 Delfino Way Jordan Trust 
to N. Patel for $1,900,000 on 
7/25/14; previous sale 1/04, 
$1,115,000
1228 Madera Ave. L. Villalobos 
to Apex 1 Holdings for $540,000 
on 7/25/14; previous sale 5/97, 
$189,000

Mountain View
571 Anza St. K. Zehavi to Atwell 
Trust for $1,100,000 on 8/20/14; 
previous sale 7/97, $380,000
130 Avellino Way Tri Pointe 
Homes to S. & L. Prahalada for 
$1,447,000 on 8/19/14
132 Avellino Way Tri Pointe 
Homes to D. Svec for $1,550,500 
on 8/25/14
108 Bryant St. #36 R. Luo to 
R. Tanouchi for $900,000 on 
8/20/14
181 Centre St. #29 Doverspike 
Trust to C. Xu for $835,000 on 
8/19/14; previous sale 10/86, 
$147,500
736 Cuesta Drive Pao Trust to Y. 
Song for $1,650,000 on 8/25/14; 
previous sale 1/12, $909,500
2091 San Luis Ave. #1 A. 
& J. Scarpino to X. Peng for 
$760,000 on 8/20/14; previous 
sale 2/07, $635,000
325 Serra San Bruno A. Salehi 
to A. Liu for $1,250,000 on 
8/22/14; previous sale 2/10, 
$760,000
49 Showers Drive #N265 Dar-
ling Trust to X. Qiu for $810,000 
on 8/25/14; previous sale 7/85, 
$131,500
13100 Sun Mor Ave. Koto Trust 
to S. Nguyen for $1,650,000 on 
8/22/14
517 Vincent Drive Rohrer Trust 
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